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Introduction 
This report relates to the archaeological considerations of a site in the townland of 
Mullavally, Louth Village,  County Louth. A site of 3.48 hectares, owned by  Louth County 
Council, is proposed for development via the Accelerated Delivery Programme to provide 
social housing.  
 
Louth County Council intend to undertake the development under section 179A of the 
Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended). The development will proceed in one 
single phase consisting of social housing, landscaped areas relating to the social housing units, 
boundary works, connection to service providers and associated works.  
 
Planning history: archaeology 
A detailed site assessment was undertaken by  S.J. Linnane of archaeological consultancy ACS 
in July 2004, in response to conditions of a previous planning application under licence 
04E0823 from National Monuments Section, (now Department of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage). The proposed development at that time was for the construction of ninety-
two houses along with associated services (ref: 03/1257, Louth County Council).  The 
assessment noted that the site is located close to the Zone of Archaeological Potential for 
Louth Village, which is listed as LH011-115 on National Monument’s Heritage Viewer 
(available at archaeology.ie). The archaeological features uncovered in the test trenching 
have been allotted an entry on the Sites and Monuments Record, LH011-138, excavations, 
miscellaneous.  
 
In 2004, the archaeological requirements of the planning authority were as follows: 
22. The following archaeological requirements shall be carried out 
1. The applicant is required to engage the services of a suitably qualified archaeologist 
licensed under the National Monuments Act (1930 to 1994) to carry out predevelopment 
testing at the site. No subsurface works shall be undertaken in the absence of the 
archaeologist without his/ her express consent.  
2. The archaeologist is required to notify Duchas in writing at least four weeks prior to the 
commencement of site preparations. This will allow the archaeologist sufficient time to obtain 
a license to carry out the work.  
3. The archaeologist shall carry out any relevant documentary research and may excavate test 
trenches at locations chosen by the archaeologist having consulted the proposed 
development plans. Having completed the work, the archaeologist should submit a written 
report to the Planning Authority and to Duchas. 
4.  Where archaeological material is shown to be present, avoidance, preservation in situ, 
preservation by record (excavation) and/or monitoring may be required. Duchas the heritage 
service will advise the applicant developer with regard to these matters. 
5. No site preparation or construction work shall be carried out until after the archaeologist’s 
report has been submitted and permission to proceed has been received in writing from 
Duchas.  
 
Reason: to ensure the continued preservation either in situ or by record of places, caves, sites, 
features or objects of archaeological interest. 
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The subsequent assessment carried out by S.J. Linnnane of archaeological consultancy ACS 
consisted of three days of test trenching in late June 2004 into July 2004. Two areas of 
archaeological significance were discovered during the course of the assessment within field 
2. These were concentrated within two areas within the southeastern extent of field two. One 
area contained a shallow spread (charcoal enriched soil) with associated stakeholes while the 
second area contained a number of postholes surrounding a hearth. Both groups of features 
indicate structural remains, while the assessment did not yield evidence for the period of 
occupation.  
 
The writer recommended the following: If preservation in situ is not feasible, the 
archaeological remains should be preserved by record and with this a full archaeological 
excavation should be conducted by a licensed archaeologist therefore no construction work 
should be allowed to proceed within field 2 until the archaeological excavation has been 
completed. 
 
As still pertains, the site is divided into two fields, located on the northern and southern slopes 
of a large hill. Details of the test trenching carried out in June and July 2004 are as follows: 
Nine test trenches with a total length in excess of 1,105m  and c. 1600mm in width were 
excavated using a machine fitted with a grading bucket. Ploughsoil varied from 300mm to c. 
900mm in depth, variation undoubtedly due to ploughing on a slope. Both zones of 
archaeological features were sealed beneath the deeper topsoil, towards the southern end 
of field 2.  
 
The two areas of archaeological significance are summarised as follows: Hearth in trench 6: 
1600 x 1700mm, 600mm below topsoil. Charcoal enriched soil over oxidized clay. Four 
associated postholes. No finds recovered.  
 
Trench 8 had topsoil with a depth up to 900mm. These overlay an ovoid area with charcoal 
enriched silt, and three associated stakeholes on its eastern extent.  
 
Some features of more recent date were uncovered, dated by a sherd of green glass, and a 
sherd of brown glazed post medieval earthenware in a shallow ditch.  
 
Notably the test trenching does not record the presence of finds in the ploughsoil, although 
a single sherd of green glazed medieval pottery is recorded from the post- medieval linear 
feature C03.  
 
The test trench report is included here as Appendix 1. The test trench report is thorough and 
stands good. The time of year and consistency of the results indicate good visibility 
throughout the works. The linear trenches are visible on the Map Genie aerial photographs 
available at archaeology.ie., most clearly on the series from 2001-2005, but also in field 2 on 
the 2013-2018 series.  
 
Other archaeological work in Mullavalley 
Earlier unlicensed archaeological monitoring in Mullavally in 1995 uncovered ash deposits 
associated with a recently demolished old house. A post- medieval mortar-based stone drain 
was also recorded. Both are of recent date, and of no archaeological significance.Since 
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completion of the archaeological test trenching on the site in 2004, some further 
archaeological test trenching has taken place close by. Work under Licence 22E0570, in the 
adjacent townland named ‘Richard Taaffe’s Holding’, a total of 11 test trenches were 
excavated. Each trench measured 1.8m in width and in total 495m of linear trenches were 
excavated to the top of subsoil. In general topsoil measures between 0.24 to 0.61m in depth. 
No fines or features of archaeological significance were identified. 
 
 
 
Impact/ Actions 
Development can proceed in Field 1, with monitoring by a licenced archaeologist.  
 
The following is recommended in relation to the archaeological zones in Field 2. It is advisable 
that the works should predate the arrival of the main contractor on site, or alternatively 
should predate the commencement of substantive construction works (if part of the main 
design-build contract). 
  
Prior to any construction works in Field 2, the two zones where archaeological features are 
located should be revisited by a licensed archaeologist with a small team of assistants, the 
purpose being preservation by record. 
 
The areas should be opened up under strict archaeological direction using a mechanical 
excavator fitted with a grading bucket, to the lower level of ploughsoil, exposing the total 
areas of archaeological features. The 2004 report suggested opening an area measuring 20m 
by 20m at each of the two zones. Cleaning of the features, recording pre and post- excavation, 
to archaeological standards should take place. Samples of soils should be retained for 
analysis, and possible Carbon 14 dating, if suitable.  
Full excavation of the features will probably result in the retrieval of datable finds. 
 
A full report should be issued to the relevant authorities on completion. 
 
The above methodology will need to be refined and agreed with National Monuments staff 
(formerly Duchas).  
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Figure 1. Site indicated on National Monuments ASI viewer. LH011-138. 
 

 
 
Figure 2. Site on Map Genie 2001-2005, showing infilled test trenches. 
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Figure 3. Site on Map Genie 2013-2018, test trenches in Field 2 still visible. 
















































