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Call for traffic calming on
Collon to Drogheda road

A call for Louth County
Council to carry out traffic
calming measures to an
accident blackspot on the
R168 Drogheda to Collon

Road has been made by Cllr

Kevin Callan.
He told the December
meeting of the local author-

ity that there were danger- -

ous bends around Nursery
. sdden

danger, especially at night
time,

There had been a number
of incidents where motor-
ists had to be pulled out
of their cars and residents
were living in a state of fear.
People living along that
stretch of road were strug-
gling to enter or exit their
own properties.

development consists of:

for development.

Pursuant to Section 177AE(4)(@) of the Planning and Development

Act 2000 (amended) and the requirements of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), notice is hereby given
that Louth County Council proposes to make an application for
approval to an Bord Pleanala to carry out development which involves
the construction of the Boyne Greenway — North Bank, in the town
jands of Mell and Moneymore, Drogheda, Co Louth. The proposed

= The construction of a new pathway (c. 650 m in length) and
upgrades to an existing footpath (widening the existing footpath
from 2m to 3m over a length of ¢. 950m) over a totai length of
c.1.6km for pedestrians and cyclists to include elements of
resurfacing, fencing, access gateways, road signs and markings,
drainage, public lighting, and furnishing of designated locations
with benches, litter bins and bicycle racks and all associated
ancillary and accommodation works.

« A section of the existing footpath to be upgraded is located
within the River Boyne and River Blackwater Special Area of
Conservation (Site Code 002299).

A Natura Impact Statement has been prepared in respect of the
proposed development. An Bord Pleanala, in relation to an application
for approval under section 177AE, of the Planning and Development
Act 2000, as amended, may give approval to the application for
development with or without conditions or may refuse the application

The Natura Impact Statement, together with Plans and Particulars
of the proposed development, will be available for inspection free of
charge and can be downloaded free of charge at www.louthcoco.ie
or may be purchased on payment of a small fee (which fee shall not
exceed the reasonable cost of making such a copy), during normal
office hours 9.00 am to 5.00 pm Monday to Friday from Tuesday 3rd
January 2023 until Friday 17th February 2023 at

< County Hall, Millennium Centre, St Alphonsus Street, Dundalk, Co

Louth
«  County Council Offices, Fair Street, Drogheda, Co Louth or
»  The consultation portal of Lauth County Council
https://consuit.louthcoco.ie/

Submissions or observations may be made to An Bord Pleandla on the

proposed development in relation to:

The implications of the proposed development for proper planning

and sustainable development in the area concerned,

«  Thé likely effects on the environment of the proposed
development, and . !

= The likely significant effects of the proposed development on a
European site, if carried out.

Any submissions or observations may be made in writing to An Bord
Pleandla, 64 Mariborough Street, Dublin 1, DO1 V902 not later than
Friday 17th February 2023 at 5.30 pm.

A person may question the validity of any such decision by the Board
by way of an application for judicial*review under Order 84 of the Rules
of the Superior Courts (S.l. No. 15 of 1986) in accordance with Section
50 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. Practical

information on the review mechanism can be accessed under the

heading Publications - Judicial Review Notice on the Board's website

www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens information Service website www.
citizensinformation.ie

William Walsh SEO,

Placemaking and Physical Development,
Louth County Council,

County Hall,

Miliennium Centre,

Dundalk,

A91 KFWé
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At the GOAL milein
Termonfeckinwere 7
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Teenage boy jailed for
his niece and cousin

A teenage boy who repeatedly sexually abused his
niece and cousin has beemhanded a three-year
period of detention.

The Louth teenager (17) pleaded guilty to four
counts of anal rape, one count of rape, two counts
of sexual exploitation and one count of sexual
assault of the two girls at his home address on
dates between November 2019 and March 2020.

He was 14 at the time of the offending, while
the girls were aged between nine and 10. i

At the Central Criminal Court last Wednes-
day, Ms Justice Mary Ellen Ring said this was
a “breach of trust” of his young relatives and
their families.

She noted the offending had taken place in the
boy’s home, a place considered a “safe space by
the children and their parents”.

At an earlier sentencing hearing, Ms Justice
Ring said she was concerned that there was no
risk assessment carried out in terms of how likely
the boy is to offend in the future.

“I'm concerned that an otherwise blameless
child, as he was then, gets involved in what is
the most serious of crimes - short of murder -
the most serious offending that comes before
the courts in this country,” Ms Justice Ring said.

Ms Justice Ring said the boy had “taken
advantage” of the girls and caused “serious
damage” to them.

Setting a headline sentence of four and half
years’ detention, Ms Justice Ring indicated she
would impose a sentence of nine years on an
adult for this offending.

Ms Justice Ring noted the mitigating factors
include the boy’s guilty plea, his prior good char-
acter, expressions of remorse and his engagement
with relevant services.

She handed the boy three years detention and
ordered him to come under the supervision of the
Probation Services for 18 months post-release.

Ms Justice Ring said the court had to be “cau-
tious” about the boy’s risk of future re-offending,
due to the absence of a risk assessment.

It is expected that the boy will be allowed to
remain in Oberstown until he has completed his
exams, before being moved into an adult prison.

Vincent Heneghan SC, defending, told the
court that Tusla have stated they have no con-
cerns about child protection issues in relation
to the boy’s domestic situation.

_ The court previously heard that the two girls
spent a lot of time in their relatives’ house, where
the boy lived.

Under the guise of letting the girls play his
X-Box in his bedroom, the boy made them take
turns lying face down on the bed and anally

raped them in front of each other.

He also vaginally raped one of the girls, which
made her bleed and caused her great upset, the
court heard. He also sexually assaulted her.

The boy sent the other girl photographs of his
erect penis and made her waich adult pornog-

raphy. A local detective told Dominic McGinn |'

SC, prosecuting, that he made the child take
sereenshots of the pornography and send them
to him as proof that she had viewed it.

The abuse came to light in April 2020 when
that girl’s sisters saw messages on her phone
asking the boy to stop sending her photographs
of his penis.

When confronted by his older sister - one of
the child’s mothers - about the abuse, the boy
initially denied it before eventually saying he
didn’t know why he did it. When interviewed
by gardai in November 2021, he said nothing of
evidential value.

He entered guilty pleas shortly before he was
due to stand trial earlier this year. He has no
previous convictions.

Mr Heneghan said his client was successful
in school and excelled at sports. He came from a
stable, close family background and his parents,
who were present in court, are supportive of him.

A Probation Services report found the boy has
not come to grips with what motivated him to
abuse his relatives. Mr Heneghan said the boy
was exposed to pornography around the age of
12 or 13, which could be a factor in his offending:

The boy has career plans and is anxious to |

complete his Leaving Cert, the court heard.
When interviewed by specialist gardai, the
girls both outlined the extent of the abuse inflict-
ed on them. They did not provide victim impact
statements to the court and neither of them has
received counselling, although their parents will
get it for them if they need it, the court heard.
The parents of one girl said she has never
spoken of it since and they did not wish to

‘retraumatise her, while the other was aware of

court proceedings but did not wish to attend,
the detective said.

The abuse caused a breakdown of what was
a previously close family, Mr Heneghan told
the court. : :

Ms Justice Ring ordered the boy to have no
contact with the victims in any form while in
custody or under the supervision of the Proba-
tion Services.

She said she would like to impose restrictions
on the boy’s use of social media, computers and
the internet, but that it was not practical.
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Festive cheer for
lucky punter
with €16,500
lotto win

ApunterinCountyLouthhas pulled offa
remarkablecoupontheLottojustintime
for Christmas after amodest investment
saw them land afive-figure windfall.

Theanonymous winner strucka small
€0.50betinaBoyleSports shop, picking
fournumberstobedrawninthe main
EuroMillons drawlastTuesday before
Christmas.

They opted for numbers1,17,20
and 27 and faced mammoth odds of
33,000/1againstall four rolling outof the
machine. But the odds started to tumble
fuickly as the draw got underaway and
inthe blink of an eye all four had landed,
triggering the tasty payout.

Thestunning runof fertuneatlowed
thelucky winner toreturntothe shopand
swap their betslip forawhopping total of
| €16,500.50.

LawrenceLlyons, Spokesperson
for BoyleSports said: “We send huge
congratulations to our customerin
County Louth who couldn't have picked
abetter timetotakeachanceon their
lucky numbers. With €16,500 profitin
thebank, 2bit of small change has gone
averylongwayand we hope they enjoya
memorableChristmas.”

Disposal of land
near N1

| Members of Louth County Council have

| approved the saleof two small plotsof

| landleftover fromtheconstructionof

the N1dual carriageway.
Director of Service Mr Joe

McGuinness told councillors at the

December meeting of thelocal authority

thatoneplot at Drumnasilla, hada
marketvalueof €500 and theother at
Junction 20, Flurry River, Dromad, was
| valuedat€1,000.

FASN 5k on
new year's day

Looking for agood way torunoff the
excesses of Christmas feasting? Then
loekno further thanthe FASN 5K and
Family Fun Runwhichtakes placeon
New Year's Day in Dundalk.
Organisedinconjunctionwith
AnGarda Siochéna, Louth Division,
theeventisafund-raiser for the

Family Addietion Support Network, a
non-profiterganisationthat provides
supportand educationtofamilies
living withtheeffects ofaloved one’s
addiction.

Founded in2001, theDundalk-
based groupoperatesacross
four countiesinthe Northeast-Louth,

‘Meath, Cavanand Monaghan.

Their workispeer-led is carried
outonanentirely votuntary basis with
nopaid staff.

TheFASN 5K witlform partofa
fundraising campaign toaddressa
shortfallin funding and maintain the
services.

Inaddition, they also hopetoraise
awareness of the organisationand
highlight theassistance they provide
tocommunitiesinthe Northeast.

The5k and Family Fun Runsets
off from The Friary Hallat 12pm,
withregistrationviamyrunresults.
com Feeis€20 peradultincluding
t-shirtand €30 per family of two

adults (chipped) and two children
{nen-chipped).



